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In an alternate universe, the president has 
implemented RACCA- Re-assessing All Current 
Citizens Act. In an effort to revive the country’s 
economy, anyone from a family established in this 
country for 3 generations or more will be ‘reassesed’ 
& ‘relocated’ to their family’s country of origin.  Who 
would you lose if RACCA is enacted?

“We need to take a moment and recall that the United States started as a nation of immigrants-- 
from Britain.  But the descendants of our founding fathers have been here so long that they have 
become comfortable, and have stopped chasing innovation.  That is why I am proud to announce 

the proposal of RACCA- Re-assessing All Current Citizens Act.”

-Excerpt from RACCA
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This film was originally created in response 
to the repeal of Deffered Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), which in essence asked 
undocumented immigrants to come forward 
while promising the ability to work and go to 
school in the U.S.  The repeal would mean those 
people, who came to the U.S. as children, would 
be punished for voluntarily coming forward 
as adults.  DACA recipients contribute to the 
success of our country and are your doctors, 
teachers, neighbors, and friends.  We ask, who 
would you lose if DACA were repealed?  Better 
yet, who would you lose in the alternate universe 
of RACCA?  We hope that people understand that 
we are asking more than, how would you feel if 
this happened to you?  We are demonstrating 
that we all feel the loss when we lose any 
member of our community.  

All aspects of the film-making process were 
completed in 24 hours, as part of the AT&T 
developer challenge. The budget was exactly 
$0 and in a 12 hour shoot day, we shot 8 unique 
locations with 24 performers and 1 dog.  People 
were so galvanized by the film’s message, that they 
donated their time, their homes, and even their pets 
to our project. 

Film Type Dramatic Short

Runtime 8 minutes

Premiere Date Summer 2018

Film Language English

Shooting Format 4K

Aspect Ratio 16:9

Film Color Color

Creative Team

Dominique Nieves

Filmmaker’s Note

Specifications



Dominique Nieves- Producer, Writer, Director:

What makes RACCA unique?
 

RACCA is a unique film in so many ways.  We wrote the script, shot the scenes and 
edited all in 24 hours for the AT&T Create-a-thon.

How did you find the cast?
 

The cast was made up of all volunteers, 
and aside from our lead, only a few had 
acting experience.  Using real members of 
our community, passionate about the film’s 
message, added a raw sense of reality to their 
performances.  When the daughter (Laura 
Andaluz-Scher) loses her mother, it’s really 
her mother in the scene, so it wasn’t hard for 
her to capture the emotions. 

Your creative team & crew totals 3 people, how does that work?
 

We shot with a skeleton crew- which meant all hands on deck at all times.  I was writer, 
director, DP and editor.  Our lead, Amilcar Javier, took on the role of DP for the scene I 
was in.  We lucked out; I recruited Carly Dreme to join our team exactly 1 week before 
the challenge when I met her through a classmate.  Carly acted as Production Manager, 
talent wrangler, music coordinator, and even performed in a scene.

What made you choose to shoot on a smartphone?
 

Plainly, we had a short amount of time, and 
fancier cameras result in heavier files and 
processing time, and I had to cut the edit 
overnight.  Our Samsung Galaxy phones took 
great video, and even worked as a sound 
recorder.  Smart Phone films are all the rage 
now, most notably Steven Soderbergh’s, 
Unsane.

FAQ with the Cast & Creator



How did you pull off 8 locations with multiples shots in 1 day?
 

When we entered the Create-a-thon, the first thing 
they told us was not to use animals, kids, or multiple 
locations-- we used all three.  After all, our film is all 
about how more recent immigrants aren’t afraid of a 
challenge. In order to save time, we put a little more 
effort into building sets, enabling us to shoot numerous 
settings in one building.  We turned a drab conference 
room into the White House Press Room.  Sana Ahmed, 
performer, was recently naturalized, and lent us her 
American flag to add to the podium.  This is just 
another example of how much this film meant to every 
person involved. 

Using real people, shooting on smart phones, and 
getting creative with our sets- allowed us to shoot 
8 unique locations in a 12 hour shoot day, with 24 
performers and 1 dog.

Amilcar Javier- Lead, Graphic Designer:

What was it like working on the set of RACCA?

It was both challenging and thrilling to move so 
efficiently and at such a fast pace.  Dominique had 
a strong handle on her vision and made sure we 
were productive at each location.  I was impressed 
with how much Dominique, Carly and I were able 
to accomplish in such a short amount of time; I 
remember an overwhelming sense of pride and 
disbelief when we finished our last take.

Why is this film’s message Important?

We completed RACCA in August of 2017 in 
response to the threat of DACA’s repeal by the current administration.  I honestly hoped 
that RACCA would no longer be relevant by the time it screened publicly because I 
hoped our country would have improved its immigration policies by then; but here 
we are, premiering in July one year later & RACCA is as relevant today as it was when 
Dominique first wrote it.  As a child of immigrants, I find it disheartening that the current 
administration, as well as its many supporters across the country, are so quick to judge 
and attack their neighbors; RACCA highlights how ridiculous this sentiment is.  I am 
proud to take part in a film that has such an impactful message and I’m honored to see 
that message received so positively. 



Carly Dreme- Production Manager:

What does your work on this film mean to you?

As an activist, working on this project was both 
cathartic and enraging as we’ve been watching 
the situation in this country deteriorate when it 
comes to immigration and basic human rights. 
Art remains a critical method of reflecting on 
our realities and imagining both consequences 
and better futures.

 

“We will reassess the contributions of anyone from families established in this country for greater 
than 3 generations, and in an effort to revive our country’s population of innovators, we will 

require these ‘older generation settlers’ to relocate to their family’s country of origin.  I know there 
will be some resistance, as there always will be with change, but I assure you, this is the way to 

make America great again.” 

-Excerpt from RACCA



Research & Development

A study by the Cato 
Institute notes that 
nonimmigrants 
are incarcerated at 
nearly twice the rate 
of undocumented 
immigrants, and 
at more than three 
times the rate of 
legal ones.  Citation

“We require newcomers to undergo stringent background checks before allowing them in our 
country, but so many law-breakers already live here.  Why allow our home grown criminals to 

remain in our own backyard?”

-Excerpt from RACCA

Educational achievement? 

Just 17% of the finalists in 
the 2016 Intel Science Talent 
Search, often called the “Junior 
Nobel Prize”, were the children 
of United States-born parents.

“Nearly half of our math and 
science teachers are imported 

from countries with higher 
educational rankings than 

ours.  Imagine what our children 
could learn if we only employed 
teachers from other countries- 
the countries with much higher 

standardized test scores?”

-Excerpt from RACCA Citation

https://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/immigration_brief-1.pdf
http://nfap.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Children-of-Immigrants-in-Science.NFAP-Policy-Brief.March-2017.pdf


Citation

https://www.inc.com/magazine/201502/adam-bluestein/the-most-entrepreneurial-group-in-america-wasnt-born-in-america.html


DOMINIQUE NIEVES- Producer, Writer, 
Director
Dominique Nieves is a Nuyorican actress, 
writer, producer, director and founder of Iron 
Glove Productions.  She took courses in 
writing & film in high school & as an undergrad 
at Columbia University, but it wasn’t until 
she pursued acting professionally that she 
realized she was passionate about making her 
own work from the ground up.  As an actress, 
she is known for portraying strong willed 
characters and her commanding presence. 

As a filmmaker she aims to highlight 
imperative social justice issues by challenging 

audiences to examine unique perspectives.  Her current films on the festival circuit explore 
society’s perceptions of sexual assault and immigration. 

Nieves is also a Medical Student at The Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx, 
New York.  She finds that the same tools she uses to create characters as an actress and 
writer, can be used to build relationships with patients.  She uses her creative work as an 
outlet for activism; raising awareness and impacting others.

DominiqueNieves.com

AMILCAR JAVIER- Lead
Amilcar Javier is a New York City based 
actor training with Shae D’lyn at Humanity 
Studios.  He is passionate about drama, 
comedy and improv.  In addition to his career 
in film, television and theater, Amilcar is also a 
software developer.

Film credits include an unexpected source of 
wisdom in the award winning short dramedy 
A Nice Guy (dir. Shae D’lyn), a dark horse 
undertaking a futuristic 12 step program in 
an urban, mixed media coming of age story, 
These F**king Steps I Climb (dir. Miguel Ortiz), 
and a repenting, Latino womanizer in the short 

drama You Fatima (dir. Adrian Manzano).  Television credits include featured roles on Hulu’s 
The Looming Tower & Netflix’s Orange is the New Black.  Theater credits include the lead in 
Cheesecake! (Best Actor Award, Strawberry One-Act Festival, NYC).

AmilcarJavier.com

Bios

http://DominiqueNieves.com
http://AmilcarJavier.com


CARLY DREME- Production Manager
Carly Dreme Calbreath is a full-time activist, 
writer, and producer originally from Southern 
California. Carly jumped into collaborative 
creative production during her time as an 
undergraduate at UCLA. For three years, 
she worked production-side on the Vagina 
Monologues and later wrote one of the 
monologues for the replacement show, LIPS.

Upon moving to New York, she shifted gears 
towards film production with narrative and 
activist projects such as #GETBEHINDUS 
and RACCA. She currently works for Amnesty 
International USA, recently writing an article 

for their Teen Vogue column and directing their recruitment video for State Legislative 
Coordinators.



Written, Produced & Directed by 
Dominique Nieves

Starring
POTUS- Amilcar Javier

Production Manager- Carly Dreme

Featuring

Family
Laura Andaluz-Sher

Maria Scher
Ira Scher

Julianna Taveras
Maria Taveras

Dog Owner- Paras Jain
Paco the Dog

Runner- Nic Wilder
Boyfriend- Sebastian Placide
Girlfriend- Shacelles Ponner

Medical Resident- Avinash Malaviya

Classroom
Debora Domass

Hector Liang

Reporters
Jennifer Nuñez Paulino

Miguel Rodriguez
Sana Ahmed
Diana Perez

Juan Hernandez
Joshua Speight
Lawrence Gross

Randy Nuñez

Production Company 
Iron Glove Productions

Full Credits

Paco the Dog

Dominique Nieves Directing her Favorite Actor
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